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(2) To the extent a licensee relies on 
standards established by an inde-
pendent standards-setting body which 
is open to participation by representa-
tives of service providers, equipment 
manufacturers, application developers, 
consumer organizations, and other in-
terested parties, the standards will 
carry a presumption of reasonableness. 

(3) A licensee shall publish its tech-
nical standards, which shall be non- 
proprietary, no later than the time at 
which it makes such standards avail-
able to any preferred vendors, so that 
the standards are readily available to 
customers, equipment manufacturers, 
application developers, and other par-
ties interested in using or developing 
products for use on a licensee’s net-
works. 

(d) Access requests. (1) Licensees shall 
establish and publish clear and reason-
able procedures for parties to seek ap-
proval to use devices or applications on 
the licensees’ networks. A licensee 
must also provide to potential cus-
tomers notice of the customers’ rights 
to request the attachment of a device 
or application to the licensee’s net-
work, and notice of the licensee’s proc-
ess for customers to make such re-
quests, including the relevant network 
criteria. 

(2) If a licensee determines that a re-
quest for access would violate its tech-
nical standards or regulatory require-
ments, the licensee shall expeditiously 
provide a written response to the re-
quester specifying the basis for denying 
access and providing an opportunity 
for the requester to modify its request 
to satisfy the licensee’s concerns. 

(e) Handset locking prohibited. No li-
censee may disable features on 
handsets it provides to customers, to 
the extent such features are compliant 
with the licensee’s standards pursuant 
to paragraph (b)of this section, nor 
configure handsets it provides to pro-
hibit use of such handsets on other pro-
viders’ networks. 

(f) Burden of proof. Once a complain-
ant sets forth a prima facie case that 
the C Block licensee has refused to at-
tach a device or application in viola-
tion of the requirements adopted in 
this section, the licensee shall have the 
burden of proof to demonstrate that it 
has adopted reasonable network stand-

ards and reasonably applied those 
standards in the complainant’s case. 
Where the licensee bases its network 
restrictions on industry-wide con-
sensus standards, such restrictions 
would be presumed reasonable. 

[72 FR 48849, Aug. 24, 2007] 

§ 27.17 Discontinuance of service in 
the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 
1915–1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 
2000–2020 MHz, 2155–2180 MHz, and 
2180–2200 MHz bands. 

(a) Termination of authorization. An 
AWS authorization in the 1695–1710 
MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 1915–1920 MHz, 
1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 2155–2180 
MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands will 
automatically terminate, without spe-
cific Commission action, if the licensee 
permanently discontinues service ei-
ther during the initial license term or 
during any subsequent license term, as 
follows: 

(1) After the interim buildout dead-
line as specified in § 27.14(r) or (s), as 
applicable (where the licensee meets 
the interim buildout requirement), or 
after the accelerated final buildout 
deadline (where the licensee failed to 
meet the interim buildout require-
ment). 

(2) After the AWS–4 final buildout 
deadline as specified in § 27.14(q)(1) 
(where the licensee meets the AWS–4 
interim buildout requirement), or after 
the accelerated final buildout deadline 
specified in § 27.14(q)(3) (where the li-
censee failed to meet its AWS–4 in-
terim buildout requirement). 

(b) For licensees with common car-
rier or non-common carrier regulatory 
status that hold AWS authorizations in 
the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 1915– 
1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 
2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands, 
permanent discontinuance of service is 
defined as 180 consecutive days during 
which a licensee does not provide serv-
ice to at least one subscriber that is 
not affiliated with, controlled by, or re-
lated to the licensee. For licensees 
with private, internal regulatory sta-
tus that hold AWS authorizations in 
the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 1915– 
1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 
2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands, 
permanent discontinuance of service is 
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defined as 180 consecutive days during 
which a licensee does not operate. 

(c) Filing Requirements. A licensee 
that holds an AWS authorization in the 
1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 1915–1920 
MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 
2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands 
that permanently discontinues service 
as defined in this section must notify 
the Commission of the discontinuance 
within 10 days by filing FCC Form 601 
or 605 requesting license cancellation. 
An authorization will automatically 
terminate, without specific Commis-
sion action, if service is permanently 
discontinued as defined in this section, 
even if a licensee fails to file the re-
quired form requesting license can-
cellation. 

[79 FR 32412, June 4, 2014] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 79 FR 32412, 
June 4, 2014, § 27.17 was revised. Paragraph (c) 
contains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

2. At 79 FR 48538, Aug. 15, 2014, § 27.17 was 
amended by revising the section heading and 
paragraphs (a) introductory text, (a)(1), (b), 
and (c), effective Oct. 14, 2014, with the ex-
ception of paragraph (c) which contains new 
or modified information collection require-
ments and will not be effective until ap-
proved by the Office of Management and 
Budget. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 27.17 Discontinuance of service in the 600 
MHz band and the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755– 
1780 MHz, 1915–1920 MHz, 1995–2000 
MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 2155–2180 MHz, and 
2180–2200 MHz bands. 

(a) Termination of authorization. A 600 MHz 
band authorization and an AWS authoriza-
tion in the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 
1915–1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 
2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands will 
automatically terminate, without specific 
Commission action, if the licensee perma-
nently discontinues service either during the 
initial license term or during any subsequent 
license term, as follows: 

(1) After the interim buildout deadline as 
specified in § 27.14(r), (s), or (t) as applicable 
(where the licensee meets the Interim Build-
out Requirement), or after the accelerated 
Final Buildout Requirement (where the li-
censee failed to meet the Interim Buildout 
Requirement). 

* * * * * 

(b) For licensees with common carrier or 
non-common carrier regulatory status that 

hold 600 MHz band authorizations or AWS 
authorizations in the 1695–1710 MHz, 1755–1780 
MHz, 1915–1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 2000–2020 
MHz, 2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 MHz bands, 
permanent discontinuance of service is de-
fined as 180 consecutive days during which a 
licensee does not provide service to at least 
one subscriber that is not affiliated with, 
controlled by, or related to the licensee in 
the individual license area. For licensees 
with private, internal communications regu-
latory status that hold 600 MHz band author-
izations or AWS authorizations in the 1695– 
1710 MHz, 1755–1780 MHz, 1915–1920 MHz, 1995– 
2000 MHz, 2000–2020 MHz, 2155–2180 MHz, and 
2180–2200 MHz bands, permanent discontinu-
ance of service is defined as 180 consecutive 
days during which a licensee does not oper-
ate. 

(c) Filing requirements. A licensee that 
holds a 600 MHz band authorization or an 
AWS authorization in the 1695–1710 MHz, 
1755–1780 MHz, 1915–1920 MHz, 1995–2000 MHz, 
2000–2020 MHz, 2155–2180 MHz, and 2180–2200 
MHz bands, that permanently discontinues 
service as defined in this section must notify 
the Commission of the discontinuance within 
10 days by filing FCC Form 601 or 605 re-
questing license cancellation. An authoriza-
tion will automatically terminate, without 
specific Commission action, if service is per-
manently discontinued as defined in this sec-
tion, even if a licensee fails to file the re-
quired form requesting license cancellation. 

§ 27.19 Requirements for operation of 
base and fixed stations in the 600 
MHz downlink band in close prox-
imity to Radio Astronomy Observ-
atories. 

(a) Licensees must make reasonable 
efforts to protect the radio astronomy 
observatory at Green Bank, WV, Are-
cibo, PR, and those identified in 
§ 15.712(h)(3) of this chapter as part of 
the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) 
from interference. 

(b) 600 MHz band base and fixed sta-
tions in the 600 MHz downlink band 
within 25 kilometers of VLBA observ-
atories are subject to coordination 
with the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) prior to commencing operations. 
The appropriate NSF contact point to 
initiate coordination is Electro-
magnetic Spectrum Manager, NSF, 4201 
Wilson Blvd., Suite 1045, Arlington, VA 
22203, fax 703–292–9034, email 
esm@nsf.gov. 

(c) Any licensee that intends to oper-
ate base and fixed stations in the 600 
MHz downlink band in locations near 
the Radio Astronomy Observatory site 
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